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Purpose  

1. The purpose of the Awa Project: Waingongoro River is to explore with Ōkahu-Inuāwai and 

Kānihi-Umutahi hapū the potential opportunities a kaitiaki management plan for the 

Waingongoro River and its tributaries offers. 

2. Ōkahu-Inuāwai and Kānihi-Umutahi hapū and whānau, have significant cultural, spiritual and 

historical interests in, and aspirations for the Waingongoro River (Awa).  However, involvement 

in the management and consenting decisions regarding the awa is ad hoc and uncoordinated. 

3. A kaitiaki management plan would require government departments, local authorities, and 

other stakeholders with interests in the Awa to: 

 take into account Ōkahu-Inuāwai and Kānihi-Umutahi hapū and whānau interests in its 

guardianship and management; and 

 engage and consult where actions, activities and/or decisions are likely to impact on those 

interests. 

4. The plan may include statements about: 

a. Ōkahu-Inuāwai and Kānihi-Umutahi hapū and whānau aspirations for, interests in, and roles 

and responsibilities regarding the guardianship and management of the Awa; 

b. the key issues and opportunities for Ōkahu-Inuāwai and Kānihi-Umutahi hapū and whānau 

in carrying out their guardianship roles and responsibilities; and 

c. how Ōkahu-Inuāwai and Kānihi-Umutahi hapū and whānau prefer to be engaged, consulted, 

and involved in decisions, which affect their interests in the Awa. 

Approach 

5. Te Korowai o Ngāruahine Trust (TKONT), with Massey University, are happy to assist Ōkahu-

Inuāwai and Kānihi-Umutahi hapū and whānau, to explore aspects of a kaitiaki management 

plan, including: 

a. Vision statement describing what the Waingongoro River will look and feel like for ngā uri 

whakatupu (future generations) o Ōkahu-Inuāwai and Kānihi-Umutahi hapū and whānau; 

and 

b. Kaupapa Māori framework that will: 

 describe the values or principles most relevant to Ōkahu-Inuāwai and Kānihi-

Umutahi hapū and whānau; 

 explain why each principle or value is important; and 

 list how each principle will be measured. 

6. The workshop will also provide an opportunity to begin gathering information about the Awa 

from a hapū and whānau perspective, including: how important was the Awa to hapū and 

whānau in the past; how important is it today; how did the Awa look and feel like in the past; 

and how does it compare today. 

7. Massey University will also bring to the workshop, data and information they have on the awa, 

which they will share with hapū and whānau. 

8. The first  workshop will be at Te Rangatapu Marae on Saturday, 9 July, 2016, starting at  

9:50 am. 


