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Ngāruahine poised for next phase of growth and development 
 
 
South Taranaki iwi Ngāruahine says four years after receiving the first tranche of its Treaty 
of Waitangi claims settlement, it is ready to move to the next phase of development.  
 
Pou Whakarae (Chair) Dr Will Edwards said the initial payment of $13.5M allowed the Iwi to 
complete the settlement process (attaining a total settlement quantum of $67.5M) and to 
start building an organisation to support the Iwi and its members to thrive.  
 
“Today, the Te Korowai o Ngāruahine Trust Group has several entities. Te Korowai o 
Ngāruahine Trust (TKONT) - the parent body, Ngāruahine Fisheries Limited, and Te Kiwai 
Maui o Ngāruahine Limited - which manages our assets including Dawson Falls Lodge on 
Maunga Taranaki.” 
 
He said the Iwi and its entities are in great shape as they prepare to farewell TKONT 
inaugural Kaitumuaki Cassandra Crowley, who was hired in April 2014 for a two-year term to 
manage the organisation’s establishment period.  
 
Dr Edwards noted Ms Crowley’s contribution. "Working with Cassandra I have seen what 
she has brought to her role - her obvious technical expertise as both a lawyer and a 
chartered accountant is matched with an appreciation and observance of what is important 
to Ngāruahine.” 
 
Ms Crowley said working with Ngāruahine has been an honour and hugely rewarding.  “I 
look forward to seeing which of the next generation of Ngāruahine leadership expresses 
interest in the role and encourage anyone who is interested in the role to apply." 
 
The TKONT Group now has net assets of almost $80 million, is a respected policy partner 
for both local and central government, has made sound commercial decisions and has 
established an office team with a mix of skill and experience. TKONT is a strong advocate 
strategically for policy that supports local environmental issues such as opposing seabed 
mining in the region. 
 
Most importantly over the last three and a half years TKONT have invested in the re-
invigoration of Ngāruahine.  This has included investment into marae with a range of 
services and initiatives from wānanga to book-keeping.  And, a review of the iwi strategic 
plan has commenced. 
 
“We have started to emerge from the trauma of the past and are moving toward a brighter 
future.  It is time for Ngāruahine to move into the next phase of development and growth” Dr 
Edwards said. 
  
Recruitment for Ms Crowley’s successor is currently underway. 


