HELP SPREAD
THE WORD
RESOURCES FOR
COMMUNITIES TO SHARE

INTRODUCTION
This year’s General Election will take place on 23 September and the Electoral
Commission wants every eligible New Zealander to enrol and vote. Let’s work
together to make that happen.
Hundreds of thousands of New Zealanders aren’t ready to vote: perhaps they
do not know they are eligible to vote; perhaps they forget to enrol and vote; or
perhaps they don’t think their vote will make a difference.
Help make sure your community has all the information it needs to get enrolled
and voting in 2017.
In this guide, you’ll find links to content that you can use and share in a
variety of ways – on social media, on your website, in newsletters or direct
communications, or as display materials at your offices, workplaces or
community centres.
We’ll be adding new resources to share online as the election approaches. You
can find out more at elections.org.nz/spread-the-word.
Together, we can make sure all of us get to have our say on 23 September.

KEY
INFORMATION
You need to be enrolled to vote.
Only people who are enrolled can vote in the General Election.
Enrol by 23 August and you will be sent everything you need to make
voting easy, including your personalised EasyVote card. Your EasyVote
card will make voting faster and easier.
You can enrol after 23 August but you won’t get your EasyVote card.
You can enrol right up to Friday 22 September, including at an advance
voting place, but not on election day itself.
Enrolling or updating your details is easy. To get an enrolment form:
Visit elections.org.nz
Freetext your name and address to 3676
Call free 0800 36 76 56
Go into any PostShop

Voting in the 2017 General Election.
You can vote from Monday 11 September to Friday 22 September at any
advance voting place. You can also enrol, check or update your details
at the same time.
On election day, Saturday 23 September, all voting places will be open
from 9.00am to 7.00pm.
Information about where and when to vote, and who you can vote for,
will be available from Wednesday 30 August at elections.org.nz or by
calling 0800 36 76 56. It will also be included in your EasyVote pack.
You can vote at any voting place in the country, but you may need to fill
in an extra form if you vote outside of your electorate.

RESOURCES
YOU CAN SHARE
We have a wide range of resources about enrolling and voting in the 2017
General Election which are available for you to share with your community.
You can download resources at elections.org.nz/spread-the-word or
you can order some resources at elections.org.nz/order-resources and
we’ll send them out to you in the mail.

1

Posters and brochures

Download posters or brochures to display in your workplace, at your
community centre or community event.

2

Newsletter content

Include a short article in your community newsletter or on your
workplace intranet.

3

Digital resources

Download our web banners or infographics and add them to your
website or share this information through your social media channels.

4

Video resources

Share some short videos about how to enrol or how to vote on your
facebook page or website.

5

Languages and
accessible resources

Information about enrolling and voting is available in 27 languages
and a range of accessible formats. Download and share any of these
resources to help your community have their say.

POSTERS AND
BROCHURES
You can choose from a range of display materials to put up in your
workplace or community centre or to share at your next community
event.
Our brochures contain everything you need to know about enrolling
and voting in this year’s General Election, including:
Your Guide to the 2017 General Election
Voting from Overseas at the 2017 General Election
Unable to get to a voting place?
Download and print any of these brochures or posters at
elections.org.nz/spread-the-word/posters-and-brochures or place
an order at elections.org.nz/order-resources and we’ll send you what
you need in the mail.

NEWSLETTER
CONTENT
You can download a short message on enrolling and voting in the 2017
General Election to share in your community newsletter or on your
workplace intranet.
Information is available in eight different languages at
elections.org.nz/spread-the-word/newsletter-content.

DIGITAL
RESOURCES
Choose from a range of digital resources to share on your website or
Facebook page.
Use our simple infographics to explain some important aspects about
voting and our web banners to remind your community to enrol and
vote.
Download these resources at elections.org.nz/spread-the-word/
digital-resources and post them to your website or favourite social
media channel.
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VIDEO
RESOURCES
Enrolling or voting for the first time can be daunting. We’ve got some
short videos explaining how to enrol and showing what happens when
you go to vote to help make this process quick and easy.
There’s also a short series of videos that help bust some of those
common misconceptions about voting e.g. Do I need ID to vote?, Can I
vote early?, How long does it take to vote?
The videos are available at elections.org.nz/spread-the-word/videoresources. Share them on your social media channels or add them to
your website using the You Tube embed link.

LANGUAGES
AND ACCESSIBLE
RESOURCES
We want to make sure that everyone has access to the information they
need to have their say in this year’s General Election.
You can choose:
Information about enrolling and voting in 27 languages
Information about enrolling and voting in New Zealand Sign
Language
A DVD and facilitation guide for voters with a learning disability and
their caregivers
An Easy Read Guide to voting
Information about Telephone Dictation Voting for voters with vision or
physical disabilities
Download any of these resources at elections.org.nz/spread-theword/languages-and-accessibility or go to elections.org.nz/orderresources to order hard copies and we’ll send them out to you.

FAQS
When is the 2017 General Election?

How can you check if you’re enrolled?

Election Day is Saturday 23 September 2017 and voting begins on 11
September.

You can check your details by calling 0800 36 76 56, or you can check
and update your details online at elections.org.nz.

Who can vote in the General Election?

I’ve changed address. What should I do?

Only people who are correctly enrolled before Election Day can vote in
the General Election.

You need to update your enrolment details by filling in an enrolment
form.

Who can enrol and vote?

I don’t want to enrol because my details will be published. Do I have
an alternative?

You need to enrol if you:
are 18 years or older, and
are a New Zealand citizen or permanent resident, and
have lived in New Zealand for more than one year continuously at
some time.
How do you enrol?
You need to complete an enrolment form. Enrolment forms are
available from the elections.org.nz, by Freetexting your name and
address to 3676, by calling Freephone 0800 36 76 56 or at any
PostShop. You can also enrol and vote together at any advance voting
place.
When do you need to enrol by?
You must be correctly enrolled by September 22 so that you can vote
on election day September 23. You can’t enrol on election day. Enrol by
23 August to make sure you get your EasyVote pack – it makes voting
quicker and easier.

If your safety, or that of your family, will be at risk if your name and
address are published, you can apply to go onto the unpublished roll.
I am Māori. Do I have to go on the Māori Roll?
No. If you are enrolling for the first time then you can decide whether
you want to be on a General or a Māori roll by signing the appropriate
panel on the enrolment form.
Once you have registered for the first time, you can change roll types
only during the five-yearly Māori Electoral Option.

FAQS
How do you vote?

Can you get help to vote if you need it?

You can go to any advance or election day voting place. It’s quickest if
you go to one in your electorate, but you can vote at any voting place in
New Zealand.

You can get help from a friend, family or an electoral official. A support
person can come with you when you vote. They can go behind the
voting screen with you, and can read out the words and information on
the voting papers. The support person can also mark the voting papers
for you if you ask them to. But they can’t tell you who you should vote for.

If you are correctly enrolled, you will receive an EasyVote information
pack in the mail when advance voting opens. The EasyVote pack will
contain information on how and where you can vote, as well as the
candidates and parties you can vote for in the election.
What if you can’t get there on the day?
You can vote from 11 September. Information about where and when to
vote, and who you can vote for, will be available from 30 August.
What if you can’t get to a voting place at all?
If you can’t get to a voting place at all, there are options such as
takeaway votes, where someone can pick their papers up for you, or
postal votes. Call 0800 36 76 56 or go to elections.org.nz to find out
more.
Can you vote from overseas?
If you are going to be overseas on election day, you can still vote.
From Wednesday 6 September you can download your papers from
elections.org.nz, ask for a postal vote, or vote in person at an overseas
post. If you’ll still be in New Zealand when advance voting opens, it will
be easier if you vote before you go.

How many votes do you have?
Each voter gets two votes. The first vote is for the political party of your
choice. This is called the party vote and largely decides the total number
of seats each political party gets in Parliament.
The second vote is to choose the person you want to represent the area
you live in. This is called the electorate vote. The candidate who gets the
most votes wins. They do not have to get more than half the votes.
When will the results be available?
Preliminary results will be available progressively on election night from
shortly after 7pm. You can check the election results at elections.org.nz.

MORE
INFORMATION
Find out everything you need to know about enrolling and voting in the
2017 General Election by:
visiting elections.org.nz
calling Freephone 0800 36 76 56
visiting Facebook at facebook.com/ivotenz
If you have any questions about using any of the resources contained in
this guide email enquiries@elections.govt.nz.
To order posters or brochures go to elections.org.nz/order-resources.
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